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Let us, therefore, search after an hypothesis

which has not any of those defects, and by
which we cannot fall into any of these incon..

veniences; if, then, we do not succeed in the

explanation of the mechanical power Nature

makes use of to effect the reproduction of

beings, we shall, at least, arrive at something
more probable than what has hitherto been ad

vanced.

As we can make moulds, by which we can

give to the external parts of bodies whatever

figure we please, let us suppose Nature can

form the same, by which she not only bestows

on bodies the external figure but also the in

ternal. Would not this be one mode by which

reproduction may be performed?

Let us, then, consider on what foundation

this supposition is raised : let us examine if it

contains any thing contradictory, and after

wards we shall discover what consequences

may be derived from it. Though our senses

are only judges of the external parts of bodies,

we perfectly comprehend external affection

and different figures. We can also imitate

Nature, by representing external figures by

different modes, as by painting, sculpture, and

moulds;
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