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202 BUFFON’s

Nature may be possessed of, as she is of the
qualities of gravity, which penetrate to the
internal particles of matter. The supposition
of these moulds being formed on good analogies
it only remains for us to examine if it includes
any contradiction. |

It may be argued that the expression of an
internal mould includes two contradictory ideas ;
that the idea of a mould can only be related to

" the surface, and that the internal, according to
this, must have a connection with the whole
mass, and, therefore, it might as well be called
a massive surface as an internal mould.

I admit, that when we are about to represent
ideas which have not hitherto been expressed,
we are obliged to make use of terms which
seem contradictory; for this reason philosophers
have often employed foreign terms on such
occasions, instead of applying those in com-
mon use, and which have a received signi-
fication ;3 but this artifice is useless, since we
can shew the opposition is only in the words,
and that there is nothing contradictory in the
idea. Now I affirm that a simple idea cannot
contain a contradiction, that is, when we can
form an idea of a thing ; if this idea is simple
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