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206 BUFFON’S

These kind of calculations demonstrate thag
organic formation is the most common work of
Nature, and, apparently, that which costs her
the least labour. But I will go farther ; the
general division which we ought to make of
matter seems to me to be in Jiving and dead
matter, instead of organized and brute; the
brute is only that matter produced by the death
of animals or vegetables; I could preve it by
that enormous quantity of shells, and other
cast-off matters of living animals, which com-
pose the principal part of stones, marble, chalk,
marle, earth, turf, and other substances, which
we call brute matter, and which are only the
ruins of dead animals or vegetables; but a
reflection, which seems to me well founded,
will, perhaps, make it better understood.

Having meditated on the activity of Na-
ture to produce organized bodies, and seen that
her power, in this respect, is not limited ; hav-
ing proved that infinity of organic living par-
ticles, which constitute life, must exist 3 hav-
ing shewn that the living body costs the least
trouble to Nature, I now search after the prin-
cipal causes of death and destruction, and I
find that bodies in general, which have the
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