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NATURAL HISTOKY. 299

easy to conceive that its parts would expand,
or unfold in proportion as it would increase by
the addition of accessory matter.

- But if we would have a clear idea of this
augmentation and expansion, how can it be
done otherwise than by considering the animal
body, and each of its parts, as so many internal
moulds which receive the accessory matter in
the order that results from the position of all
their parts ? This expansion cannot be made by
the addition to the surfaces alone, but, on the
contrary, by an intimate susception which pe-
netrates the mass, and thus increases the size of
the parts, without changing the form, from
whence it is necessary that -the matter which
serves for this expansion should penetrate the
internal part in all its dimensions ; it is also as
necessary that this penetration be made in a
certain order and proportion, so that no one
point can receive more than another, without
which some parts would expand quicker than
others, and the form be entirely changed.
Now what can precribe this rule to accessory
matter, and constrain it to arrive perpetually
and proportionally to every point of the in-
ternal parts, except we conceive an ingernal
mouyld ? | :
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