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day an organized body itse1f, perfectly similar

to that of which it made a part. This particle

will not at first present a figure striking enough

for us to compare with the whole body; but

when separated from that body, and receiving

proper nourishment, it will begin to expand,

and in a short time present a similar being, both

externally and internally, as the body from

which it had been separated: thus a willow or

polypus, which contain more organic particles

similar to the whole than most other substances,

if cut into ever such a number of pieces, from

each piece will spring a body similar to that

from whence it was divided.

Now in a body, every particle of which is

like itself, the organization is the most simple,

as we have observed in the first chapter; for it

is only the repetition of the same form, and a

composition of similar figures, all organized

alike. It is for this reason that the most simple

bodies, or the most imperfect kinds, are repro

duced with the greatest ease, and in the greatest

plenty; whereas, if an organized body con.

tains only some few particles like itself, then, as

such alone can arrive to the second expansion,

consequently the reproduction will be more

difficult, and not so abundant in number; the

organization
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