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which experience has pointed out to us in
matter,- and that every time a new general
effect is discovered, either by reflection, com-
parison, measure, or experience, a new me-
chanical principle will be gained, which may
be used with as much certainty and advantage
as any we are now acquainted with ?

The defect of Aristotle’s philosophy was
making use of particular effects as common
causes; and that of Descartes in making use
of only a few general effects as causes, and
excluding all the rest. The philosophy which
appears to me would be the least deficient, 1s
that where general effects are only made use of
for causes, and seeking to augment the number
of them, by endeavouring to generalize particu-
lar effects. |

In my explanation of expansion and repro-
duction, I admit the received mechanical prin-
ciples, the penetrating force of weight, and, by
analogy, I have strove to point out that there
are other penetrating powers existing in or-
ganized bodies, which experience has con-
firmed. I have proved by facts, that matter
inclines to organization, and that there exists

an infinite number of organic particles. 1
’ have
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