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NATURAL HISTORY. 313

nomena of every kind of generation in a satis-
factory manner.

The generation of man will serve us for an
example. I take him in his infancy, and I
conceive that the expansion and growth of the
different parts of his body being made by the
intimate penetration of organic molecules
analogous to each of its parts, all these organic
molecules are absorbed in his earliest years, and
serve only for the expansion and augmentation
of his various members, consequently there
is little or no superfluity until the expansion .
is entirely completed ; and this is the reason
why children are incapable of propagation;
but when the body has attained the greatest
part of its growth, it begins to have no longer
need of so great a quantity of organic particles,
and the superfluity, therefore, is sent back from
each part of the body into the destined reser-
voirs for its reception. These reservoirs are
the testicles and seminal vessels, and it is at this
period that the expansion of the body is
nearly completed, when the commencement
of puberty is dated, and every circumstance
indicates the superabundance of nutriment ;

the voice alters and takes a deeper tone; the
Ss beard
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