http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 3135

a male; 3nd, on the contrary, when there is
more of the female then a female will be the
result.

I do not mean to say that the organic mole-
cules of either could unite to form small orga-
nized bodies of themselves, but that it is ne-
cessary a mixture of the seminal fluid of both
sexes should take place, and that it is only those
formed in that mixture which can expand and
become individuals. These small moving
bodies, called spermatic animals, are seen, by a
microscope, in the seminal liquor of every
male, and are, probably, small organized bodies,
proceeding from the individual which contains
them, but which cannot expand or produce
any thing of themselves. We shall evince
that there are the same in the seminal liquor of
the female, and shall indicate the place where
this liquor is to be found.

It is very.possible that organical molecules
are, at first, only a kind of feetus of a small
organized body, in which there are only essen-
tial parts. We shall not enter into a detail of
proofs, in this respect, but content ourselves
with remarking, that the pretended spermatic
~animals, which we have been speaking ofy’

might possibly be but imperfectly organized,
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