http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

322 BUFFON’S

Having thus given answers to possible ob-
jections, let us now look into the reasons
which may serve as proofs to our eﬁplanation.
The first is derived from the analogy there is
between expansion and reproduction ; expan-
sion cannot be explained in a satisfactory
manner, without employing those penetrating
powers, and those affinities or attractions we
have already made use of to explain the for-
mation of small organized beings, resembling
the great ones which contain them. A second
analogy is, that nutrition and reproduction are
both not only produced by the same efficient,
but also by the same material cause, the or-
‘ganic particles of the nutriment. And a proof
that it is the superfluity of those particles which
serves for reproduction, is the body not being
in a condition to propagate before they have
done growing ; and we daily see in dogs, and
other animals, who more exactly follow the
laws of nature than we, that they nearly attain
their full growth before they attempt to copu-
late, and by which we may know whether a
dog will increase any more or not ; for we may
be assured he will not after being in a condition
to engender.
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