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ternal organs have not been used, persons of a
middling age, and even old men, more easily
engender than young ones. This is evident
in the vegetable system, the older a tree is, the
more fruit or seed it produces.

Young people who emit, or force irritation,
draw a greater quantity of seminal fluid towards
the organs of generation than would naturally
arrive there, the consequence is, they cease from
growing, become thin, and fall at length into
consumptions, and that because they lose by
premature, and too often reiterated evacuations,
the necessary substance for the growth and nu-
trition of every part of the body.

'Those whose bodies are thin without ema-
ciation, or fleshy without being fat, are the
most vigorous; as soon as the superabundant
nutriment has begun to form fat, it is always
at the expence of the seminal fluid, and other
faculties of generation. When also, not only
the growth of every part of the body is en-
‘tirely completed, but the bones are grown
solid, the cartilages begin to ossify, the mem-
branes have received all the solidity possible,
the fibres are become hard and rough, and
at length every part of the body can no
longer scarcely admit of nutriment, the fat

considerably
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