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pose on us still less than metaphysical abstrgc-
tions, Decause their origin is less noble and a
more false supposition ; and although Leibnitz
has endeavoured to raise this principle to the
highest degree by the name of suficient reason,
and Plato has represented it by the most flatter-
ing portrait, under the title of pavfectien, yet it
cannot prevent our seeing it as trifling and pre-
carious. Are we better acquainted with the
effects of Nature, from being told that nothing
i1s made without a reason, or that all is niade in
view of perfection? What is this suflicient rea-
son? what is this perfection ! are they not
moral beings created by intellects purely hu-
man ? are they not arbitrary relations which we
lizve generalized? onwhat are they founded? on
moral affinities which, far from producing any
physical or real existence, only alter the reality
and confound the objects of our sehsations, per-
ceptions and knowledge, with those of our sen-
timents, our passions and our wills.

1 could adduce many arguments on this sub-
ject, but I do not pretend to make a treatise on
philosophy, and shall return to physics, from
which the ideas of Plato on universal generation
made me digress. Aristotle, who was as great

a philosopher ‘as Plato and a much better phy-
sician,
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