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NATURAL HISTORY. 341

tuated at the neck, and near the external orifice
of the urethra.

But it is right here to examine the ideas of
Aristotle more generally on the subject of
generation, because this great philosopher has
written the most on the subject, and treated
it the most generally. He distinguishes ani-
mals into three classes ; first, those which have
blood, and, excepting some few, multiply by
copulation ; the second, those which have no
blood, but, being at the same time both male
and female, produce of themselves, and without
copulation; and thirdly, those bred by putrefac-
tion, which do not owe their origin to parents
of any kind. I shall first remark, that this di-
yision must not be admitted of ; for though in
fact all kinds of animals which have blood
are composed of males and females, it is not
equally true, that animals who have no blood
are for the most part male and female in one;
for we are only acquainted with the snail and
worm on earth which are in this state; nor
can we ascertain whether all sheli-fish, and

other animals which have no blood, be her-
maphrodites. 'With respect to those animals
which he says proceed from putrefaction, as

he has not enumerated them, many excep-
tions
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