
NATURAL HISTORY. 

. @doped the opinion of the heart existing fir*, 
Harvey has since pretended, by reasons of the 
s,& kind as those used by Aristotle, that it 
k s  not t he  heart but the blood which is first 

'realized. 
This is the system that great philosopher has 

given us of generation, and I shall leave it to 
the opinion of the reader whether that of the 
ancients, which he rejects, can be more ob- 
scure or more absurd than his; nevertheless, 
his system has been followed by most of the 
learned. Harvey has not only adopted the 
ideas of Aristotle, but has added new ones of 
the same kind. As this system o f  generation 
is of the same kind as the rest of Aristotle's 
philosophy, where form and matter are the 
grand principles ; where the vegetative and 
- 

sensitive are the active beings in Nature ; and 
where final causes are real objects ; I am not 
surprised that it has been received by scholastic 
authors ; but it is astonishing that so able a 
physickn and observer of Nature as Harvey 
was, should be carried away with the stream, 
~ h i l c  every physician followed the opinion of 
Hippocrates and Galen; which we shall ex- 
plain in order. We must not, however, imbibe 
a disadvantageous idea of Aristotle from the 

above 
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