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18 BUFFON’S

formed, and from this time until it comes out
of the egg, nothing happens but only an ex-
pansion of those parts it acquired within these
first seven days: at the fourteenth or fifteenth
day the feathers appear, and at the twenty-first
it breaks the shell with its beak; and procures
its enlargement.

These observations of Harvey appear to have
been made with the greatest exactness; never-
theless we shall point out how imperfect they
are; and that he has fallen himself into the error
he reproaches others with, making experiments
to support his favourite hypothesis, that the
heart was the animated speck which -first ap-
peared ; but before we proceed on this matter,
it 1s but just to give an account of his other
observations, and of his system.

It is well known that Harvey made many
experiments on hinds and does. They re-
ceive the male towards the middle of Septem-
ber: a few days after copulation the horns of
the matrix become thicker, and at the same
time more lax. In each of the cavities five ca-
runculas appear. Towards the 26th or 28th-
of the above month the matrix thickens still
more, and the five carunculas are swelled near- .
ly to the shape and size of a nurse’s nipple ; .
by opening them, an infinity of small white

- specks
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