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NATURAL HISTORY. "1

thing can be worse founded than theé systems
endeavoured to be established on the observa-
tions of this famous anatomist.

This pretended discovery of eggs im the
testicles of females attracted the attention of
most anatomists ; they, however, only met
with small bladders in the testicles of female
viviparous animals, these they did not hesitate
to look on as real eggs: they thérefore gave
the name of ocaries to the testicles, and called
the vesicles eggs. They also said, with De
Graaf, that there are eggs of different sizes in
the ovarium ; that the largest in the ovarium
of women was not above the size of a small
pea ; that they were very sinall in the young,
but increased with age and intercourse with
men ; that twenty might be counted in each
ovarium; that these eggs are fecundated in the
ovarium by the spirited part of the seminal li
quor of the male ; that afterwards they loosen
and fall into the matrix, where the feetus is
formed, from the internal substance of the egg
and the placenta of the external matter; that
the glandular substance, which does not exist
in the ovarium till after a fruitful copulation,
serves to compress the egg, and make it quit
the ovarium, &c. But Malpighius having
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