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NATURAL HISTORY. 57

any other cause, they seem to assemble closer
together, and have a whirling motion in the
centre of a small drop which may have been
taken out for observation, and appear all {o
perish at one¢ and the same time, whereas in
the larger portion of the liquor they are castly
seen o perish successively.

The animalcule, say they, have different
figures in different animals ; nevertheless they
are all long, slender, without any appcarance
of limbs, and move with rapidity. The fluid
which contains them, as we have already ob-
served, is heavier than blood. The semenofa
bull afforded Verrheyen, bya chemical process,
first phlegm, afterwardsa considerable quantity
of feetid oil, but little volatile salt, and much
more carth than he could have thought.* This
author appears surprised that in rectifying the
distilled liquor Lie could not draw any spirit
from it, and being persuaded it contained a
oreat quantity, he attributed the evaporation to
its great subtility : but may it not be more rea-
sonably imagined that it contains very little or
no spirits, as neither its consistency nor smell
announce any ardent spirit, and which is only
plentifully found in fermented liquors? besides,
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* See Veetheyen, sup, anat, tom. ii. page 69.
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