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58 ‘ BUFFON’S

with respect to volatile spirits, the horns, bones,
and other solid parts of animals, afford more
than all theliquor of the animal body. W hat
anatomists have called animal spirits, aura se-
minalis, may possibly not exist ; and it is cer-
tainly not these spirits which agitate the par-
ticles scen moving in the seminal liquors; but
we wil here relate the principal observations

that have been made on this subject.
Lecuwenhoeck observed, in the semen of a
tock, animals which resemble the figure of an
cel, but so exceedingly minute, that he pretends
fifty thousand would not equal in size a grain
of sand ; and in that of a rat many millions
would be required to make the thickness of a
hair, &c. Tlhis chserver imagined that the
whole substance of the semen was only a mass
of these animalcules. He perceived these ani-
malculee in the semen of men, quadrupeds,
birds, fishes, insects, &c. In that of grass-
hoppers they were long and slender. They are
attached, hesays, by theirextremities, and the
inferior of which he calls the tail, had a quick
motion, fike that of the tail of a serpent, when
the upper part'is-motionless. He further adds,
that in the semen of young animals the animal-
cul® are motionless, but as the age for repro-
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