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61 BUFFON'S

T.ceawenhoeck, Andry, and many others,
strennously onposed the egg system ; they had
“Jiseovered in the semen of all males living ani-
nulenles; (hey proved that these animalcules
cculd not be regarded merely as dwelling in
this fiquor, since their bulk was greater than
ihat of the liquor ifsclf ; and that nothing like
them was found either in the blood, or in the
other animal liquors.  They asserted, that fe-
males farnished nothing similar, nothing alive;
and it was therefore evident that the fecun-
dity attribated to them belonged, on the con-
trary, to males alone : and that the discovery
of these spermatic animals in the semen tended
more to the explanation of generation than all
that had been before supposed ; since, in fact,
what was most difficult to conceive in genera-
tion, was the production of the living part, all
the rest being only accessary operations, and
therefore no doubt could remain but these little
animals were destined to become men, or per-
foct animals of their kind. When it was op-
posed to the partizans of this system, that it did
not seem natural to suppose that so many mil-
lions of animalcules, every one of which might
become a humanheing,should be employed for

a purpose of which one alone was to reap the
advaniage ;
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