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parous females, the same as in the oviparous,

these eggs will only be the necessary matter for

the growth of the spermatic worm, which en

ters into the egg' by the pedicle that adheres to

the ovarium, and where it meets with food rea

dy prepared for it. All the worms which find

not this passage through the pedicle into the

egg will perish, and that one which alone has

traced its way will arrive at its transformation.

The difficulty of meeting with the passage in

the pedicle ofthe egg, can only 1)e compensated

by the infinite number of spermatic worms. It

is a million to one that any particular sperina

tic worm will meet with the pedicle of the egg,

and therefore w hat at first appears a profusion

is highly necessary. When one has entered, no

other can introduce itself, because, say they,

the first worm entirely shuts up the passage, or

there is a valve at the entrance of the pedicle,

which is free when the egg is not absolutely

full; but when the worm has filled the egg, the

valve can no longer open although impelled by

another worm. This valve is very well imagin

ed, because, if the first worm should chance to

return, it opposes its egress, and obliges it to

remain and undergo the transformation. The

spermatic worm then becomes the ftus, the

substance
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