
NATURAL HISTORY. Cl

substance of the egg its food, the membranes,

its covering, and when the nutriment in the

egg is nearly exhausted, the ftus adheres to

the internal skin of the matrix, and thus de

rives nourishment from the parent's blood, till

by its weight, and augmentation of its strength,

it breaks through its imprisonment, and comes

perfect into the world.

By this system it was not the first woman

who inclosed all mankind, but the first man

who contained all posterity in his body. The

pre-existing germs are no longer embryoswith

out light, inclosed in the eggs, and contained

one in another, ad infinitum; but they are

small animals, the little homuncukn organized

and actually living, included in each other in

endless succession, and to which nothing is

wanting for them to become perfect animals,

and human beings, but expansion, assisted by

a transformation similar to that which winged.

insects undergo.

As our present physicians are divided on

these two systems of spermatic worms and

eggs, and as all those who have lately written

on generation have adopted one or the other

ofthese opinions, it seems necessary to examine

them with care, arid to shew that they are not
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