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Ifwe look on infinite divisibility of matter as

an absolute infinity, it is easy to demonstrate

that in that sense it does not exist ; for, ifonce

wcsuppose the smallest atom possible, by that

supposition this atom will ncccsarily he indi

visible, since if it were divisible it would no

longer he the smallest atom possible, v,hich

would be contrary to the supposition, it tlicrc

tore seems to me, that every hypothesis where a

progress, ad infinitum, is admitted, ought to b'

rejected not only as false, but as void of all

probability ; and as the system of eggs and

pcrmatic worms supposes this progrcs, they

should not be admitted in philosophy.

Another great difficulty against these two

systems is, that in the egg system flic. first

woman contained the male and female eggs :

the male eggs contained only a generation of

males ; and that, on the contrary, the feina]t

eggs contained thousands of generations, both

of males and females ; insomuch that. at the

same time, and in the same woman, there ivas

always a certain number of eggs capable of

developing themselves to infinity, and another

number which would be unfolded but once.

The same circumstance must occur in the

other system, and therefore task- if llxre is.

the
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