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NATURAL HISTORY. 71

the smallest appearance of probability in these
suppositions ?

A third difliculty arises against these two
systems, which is, the resemblance that chil-
dren bear, somectimes to the father and somic-
times to the mother, and somectimes to both;
and the evident marks of extraordinary diffe-
rence in mules, &c. If from the spermatic
worm of the father the foetus is produced, how
can the child resemble the mother ; and if the
feetus is pre-existing in the egg of the mother,
how can the child resemble its father ? or if
the spermatic worm of a herse, or the egg of
a she-ass contains the feetus, how can the mule
participate in the nature and figure of both the

horse and the ass ?

These general difficnlties, which are invin-
cible, are not the only ones that can be made
against these systems ; there are particular ones
which are no less potent. 'L'o begin with the
system of spermatic worms, may it not be asked
of those who admit of it, how they think this
transformation is made? and object to them,
that insects have not, nor cannot have any re-
lation with what they suppose. For the worm
which is to become a fly, or the caterpillar

which is to become a butterfly, passesthrough
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