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peared ; and it was not till after I had digested
my obscrvations, that I compared them with
those of Lecuwenhoek, &c. 1 by no means
pretend to have greater abilities in microscopi-
cal observations than that great naturalist, who
passed more than sixty years in making vari»
ous experiments. "

Notwithstanding the authority his observa~
tions may justly claim, it is surely permitted
to examine and compare others with theu:.
Truth can only be gained by such examina-
tions, and errors discovered, particularly as
we do it without any partiality, and in the sole
view of establishing something fixed and cer-
tain on the nature of those moving bodies seen
in the seminal liguors.

In. November 1677, Leeuwenhoek, who had
already communicated to the Royal Society
of London many micrescopical observations
on the optic nerve, the blood, the juice of
the plants, the texture of trees, rain-water,
&c. addressed to Lord Brouncker, President
of the Society, in the following words :
¢ Postquam Exc.* &c. Dominus Professor
Cranen me visitatione sua sepius honorarat,
litteris rogavis, Domino Ham concrato suo,

quasdam

* See Phil. Trans. No, 141 page 1Q41.
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