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quibus literis circumseriptum spatinin arena-
Iom mediocrem vix superat.”

¥ have copied these first remarks of Leeu-
wenhoek from the Philosophical Trausactions,
hecause, in matiers el this kind, observations
made without any systematical view are those
which are the most taithiully described, and
even this able naluralist no sooner formed a
svstem on spermatic animals, than he began to
vary in esseitial polits.

t is evident by the above dates, thai Hart-
soeker Is not the first who published, if he was
the first who discovered spermatic animals.
In the Journal de Sqavans, in the yvear 1774,
there s a letter {rom Mr. Huguens, on the sub-
jeet of a microscope, made by one small ball
of glass, with whicli he asserts he perecived
aninals in the water, wherein pepper bad been
infased for two or three days, as Lecuwenhocks
before had observed with the like microscopes,
but whose balls were not so nunuic.. ¢ There
are also other seeds, he continues, which en-
gender such animals, as coriander seeils, &c.
andl I have scen the same thing in the pith of
the birch tree, after having kept it for four or
five days; and some have observed them in
ilie water where nutmegs and cumamon have

been
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