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NATURAL HISTORY. 147

says, ¢* Ex hisce meis observationibus cogitare
ceepi, quamyis antehac de animalculis in semi-
nibus masculinis agens, scripserim me in illis
caudas non detexisse, fieri tamen posse ut iila
animalcula ®que caudis fuerint instructa ac
-nunc comperi de animalculis in gallorum gal-
linaccorum semine masculino ;”’ another proof
that he has often seen spermatic animals of all
kinds without tails.

In the second place we must remark, that the
filaments which are seen in the seminal liquor
before it is liquefied were discovered by Lecu-
vwenhocek, and that in his first observations, be-
fore he had made any hypothesis on spermatic
animals, he considered these filaments as veins,
nerves, and arteries; and firmly believed all the
parts and vesscls of the human body might
clearly be scen in the seminal liquor. This opi-
nion he persisted in, in defiance of the repre-
sentations which Oldenburg made to him on
this subject from the RoyalSeciety : but as soon
as he thought of transforming these pretended
spermatic animals inte men, he no longer men-
tioned these vessels ; and instead of looking on
{hem as nerves, arteries, and veins, of the hu-
snan body already formed in the seed ; he did
mot even attribuie to them the functions they
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