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130 BUFFON’S

neration of themselves, but for the production
of males and females, which was very diflicult
to conceive by a simple transformation. ¥le
speaksof the male and female animalcule, in his
Yetter printedin the Philosophical Transactions,
No.143, and in many parts of his works,* but
he does not describe the difference of these male
and female animalcules, and which in fact ne-
ver existed bat tu his own tmagination.

The famous Boerhaave having asked Lecu-
wenhoek, if he had not ebserved in spermatie
animals different degrees of growth and size 2
Yeewwenhoek answered, that having dissected
a rabbit, he observed in the semen an infinite
mumber of living animals. ¢ Incredibilem, says
he, viventivm anivnatenlorum, numerum con-
spexerant, cum liec animaleula scypho impo-
sita vitreo & illic emortua, in rariores ordines
disparassent, & per continuos aliquet dies sw-
pius visu examinassem, quaedam ad justam
magnitedinem nondum excrevisse adverti. Ad
hiee quasdam obscrvavi particulas perexiles &
oblongas, alias aliis majores, &, quantum oculis
apparebat; canda destitutas ; quas quidem par.
ticulas ron nisi animalcula esse credidi, qua ad

| Justam

* See vol. 1. page 1683, and vol. IIL. page 101, of his works.




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


