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ios BUFFON'S

body of the unimal, but when fastened {o the
ovary, they are not then real eggs, but only
yellow globiiles which separate from the ovary
as soon as they have attained a certain growth.
Their internal organization is such that they
derive nourichment from the lymph, the ma-
trix of the hen, and by which they form the
white membranes, and at last the sheil.  The
ege theretore has a kind of life and organiza-
tion, a growth, expansion, and a form which
it assumes by its own powers. It does not live
Iike an animal, nor vegetate like a plant, nor
1s possessed of the power of reproduction; ne-
vertheless it grows, acts externally, and is or-
ganized. Must we not then look upon it as a
being of a separate class, and which ought not
to be ranked either with animal or mineral ?
for if it is pretended that the cgg is only an
animal production, destined for the nutriment
of the chicken, and should be looked apon as
a part of the hen; I answer, that the eggs,
whether impregnaied or not, will be always
erganized after the same mode ; that im-
pregnation only changes an almost invisible
part; and that il attains its perfection and
growth, as well externally as internally, whe-
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