http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 169

ther it contains the chicken or not, and that
consequently it ought to be considered as a ses
parate being.

What I have said will appear more clear, if
we consider the formation and growth of the
eges of fish; when the female deposils them in
the water they are only the outlines of eggs,
which being separated from the body of the
animal, at{ract and appropriate to themselves
the particles which agree the best for their
nourishment, and grow thus by intussuscep-
tion. In the same manner as the hen’s egs
acquires the white and membranes in the ma-
trix, wherein it floats, so the eggs of fish ac=
quire their membranes and white in the wa-
ter ; and whether the male impregnates them,
by emitting on these the liquor of its roe, ot
whether they remain unimpregnated, they do
not the less attain their entire perfection. It
appears to me, thercfore, that the eggs should
be considered as organized bodies, which being.
neither animals nor vegetables, are a genus
apart.

A second class of beings, of the same kind,
are the organized bodies found in the semen
of all animals, and which, like those in the
milt of a calmar, are rather natural machines
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