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NATURAL HISTORY. 171

sometimes slow, sometimes fast, and sometimes
remains in a state of rest ; these moving bodies, -
on the contrary, always continuc the same
motion, and I have never seen them stop and
renew their movement again. I ask, whether
this kind of continued motion, without any
rest, is common to animals, and if that ought
not to make us doubt these moving bodies
being real animals ? An animal of any kind
must also have a constant form and distinct
limbs ; but these moving bodies vary, and
change their forms every moment; have no
disti-:ct limbs, and their tails ap,ear as a part
which does not belong to the individual. Can
we then imagine these bodies to be real ani-
mals? In seminal liquors filaments are scen
which lengthen and appear to vegetate ; after
which they swell and produce moving bodies.
These filaments may be kinds of vegetables, :
but the moving bodics which spring from them
cannot be animals, for a vegetable has never
yet been seen to produce an animal.  These
moving bodies are found in all vegetable and
animal substances ; they are not produced by
the modes of generation, they have no unie
formity of species, and therefore can neither-
be animals nor vegetables. They are to be
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