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met with in the flesh of animals, and in the sube
stance of vegetables, but are most numerous in
their seeds; is it not therefore natural to regard
them as living organic particles which compose
the animal or vegetable ; as particles which
having motion and a kind of life, ought, by
their union, to produce moving and living
beings, and so form animals and vegetables ?
But in order to leave this matter as little in
doubt as possible, let us examine other sub-
stances. Can it be said, the active machines
which Mr. Needham perceived in the milt of
the calmar were animals? Can it be thought
that eggs, which areactive machines of another
kind, are also animals? If we turn our eyes to
the representation of almost all the moving bo-
dies Leeuwenhoek saw in different matters,
shall we not be convinced, even at the first in-
spection, that thosebodies arenot animals, since
not one of them has any limbs, but are all either
globular or oval ? If we afterwards examine -
what this celebrated naturalist says, when he
describes themotion of these pretended animals,
we can no longer doubt of his being in an error
when he considered them as such ; and we shall
be still more and more confirmed that they are
only moving organic particles by the following
7 examples ;
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