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NATURAT, HISTORY. 175

ter to Grew, ¢ Contemplando materiam (semi-
nalem) animadverti ibidem tantam abundan-
tiam viventium animalium, ut ea stuperem ;
forma seu externa figura sua nostratesanguitlas
fluviatiles referebant, vehementissima agitatione
movcbantur; quibus tamensubstrati videbantur
multi & admodum exiles globuli, item mulie
plan-ovales figurze, quibus etiam vita posset
attribui, & quidem propter earundem comn-
inotiones ; _scd existimabam omnes hasce com-
motlones & agitationes provenire ab animal-
cules, sicque ctiam res sc habebat; aitamen
ego non opinione solum, sed etiam ad verita-
tem mihi persuadco has particulas planam &
ovalem figuram hahentes, esse quadam ani-
malcula inter se ordine suo disposita & mixta
vitaque adhuc carentia.” Here we see in the
same seminal liquor animalcules of different
forms; and I am convinced, by my own expe-
riments, that if Leeuwenhock had closely ob-
served these oval substanees, he would havedjs-
covered that they moved by their own powers,
and that consequently they wereas much alive
as the rest. This change perfectly coincides
with what I have said, that they are organic
particles which take different forms, and not
constant species of animals; for in the present
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