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176 BUFFON’S

case, if the bodies, which have the figure of
an cel, are true spermatic amimalcules, each
destined to become a cock, which supposes a
very perfect organization, and a very constant
form, what will those be which have an oval
figure, and what end do they answer? He says
indeed afterwards, that thesc ovals may be con-
ceived to be the same animals, by supposing
their bodies to be twisted in a spiral form ; but
then how shall we conceive that an-animal,
whose body is constrained, can move without
being extended ? I maintain, therefore, that
these oval substances are no other than the
organic particles separated from their threads,
and that the eels were the scparated parts
which dragged those threads afler them, as I
have many times perceived in other seminal

liquors.
- Leeuwenlioek, who imagined all these mov-

ing bodies were animals, and established a sys-
tem thereon ; who also pretended, that sperma-
tic animals must become men and animals, now
suspected they were only natural machines, or
organic particles in motion ; for he does not
doubt these spermatic animals contained the
great animal in miniature, he says, ¢ Pro«

gencratio animalis cx animalculo in seminibus
masculinis
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