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181 BUFFON'S

part, that the manner in which these animals
are produced is very obscure,and that he leaves
to others the task of clearing up this matter.
¢ Persnadebam mihi,” says he, speaking of the
spermalic animals of the dormonse, ¢¢ hapcce
animalcula ovibus prognasci,quia diversa in or-
bem jacentia & in semet convoiuta videbam ;
sed unde, queeso, primam illoram originem de-
rivabimus? inanimonostro concipiemushorum
animalculorum semen jam procreatum esse in
ipsa generatione, hocque semen tam diunin tes-
ticulis hominum herere, usquedum ad annum
@fatis decimum-quartum vel decimum-quin-
tum aut sextum pervenerint, eademque ani-
maicula tum demum vita donart vel in justan
staturam excrevisse, illoque temporis articulo
generandl maturitatem adesse! sed hiec lam-
pada aliis trado.” T do not think it necessary
to make any remarks on what Leeuwenhoek
sayson this subject : he saw spermatic animals
without tails, and round, in the sced of a dor-
mouse; ““in semet convoluta,” says he, because
he supposes that they should have tails,and in-
stead of being certain, as he before had been,
that the animals propagate by generation, he
here seems convinced of the contrary. Butwhen
he had observed the geaeration cf puccrons,
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