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NATURAL HISTORY. 185

and was assured* that they cngcndered without
copulation, le caught the idea to explain the
generation of spermaticanimals. ¢ Quemadmo-
dum, says he, animalcula hac qua pediculo-
rum anica nominedesignavimus(the pucerons)
dum adhuc inuteromaternolatent, jam preadita
sunt maferia seminali ex qua ejusdem gencris
proditurasunt animalcula, pariratione cogitare
licet animalcul® in seminibus masculinis ex
animalium testiculis non migrare seu ejicl quin
post se relinquant minuta animaiculaaut saltem
materiam seminalem ex qua iterum alia ejus-
dem generis animalcula proventura sunt idque
absque coitu; eademrationequa supradictaani-
malcula generari observavimus.”  T'his suppo-
sition gives no more satisfaction than the pre-
ceding : for we do not understand by this com-
parison of the generation of these animalcules
with that of a puceren, why they are not found
in the seminal liquor of a man, before he has
atlained the age of fourteen or fifteen years ;
nor do we know frem whence they proceed, nor
‘how they are renewed cvery year in fish, &c.
and it appears, that whatever efforts Leeuwen-
hoek made to establish the generation of spér-
matic animals on some probability, it still re-
VOL. II. Bb mained

¥ See vol. I1. page 499,and vol, 11, page 371.
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