http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

156 BUFFON §

mained an entire obscurity, and would, per-
haps, perpetually have remained so, if the
preceding experiments had not evinced that
they are not animals, but moving organic par-
ticles contained in the nutriment the animal
reccives, and which are found in great num-
bers in the seminal liquor, which is the most
pure, and in the most organic extracts drawn
trom this nutriment.

Lecuwenhock acknowledges that he had not
always found animalcules in the seminal liquor
of males ; in that of the cock, for example,
which he had often examined, he saw sperma-
tic animals in the form of eels but once, and
some years after he could not discover any un-
der that form, but observed some with large
heads and tails, which his designer could not
perceive. Hesays also, that one season he could
not find living animals in the seminal liquer
of the cod. All these disappointments pro-
ceeded from his desire of finding tails to these
animals ; and although he perceived little bo-
dies in motion, he did not consider them as ani-
mals, because they were without tails, notwith-
standing it is under that form they are gene-
rally seen,either in seminal liquors, or infusions
of animal or vegetable substances. Hesays, in
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