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NATURAL HISTORY. 187

the same place, that he was never able to make
his designer perceive the spermatic animal-
cules of a cod, which he had so often seen him-
self.—¢¢ Non solum, says he, ob eximiam co-
rum exilitatem, sed etiam quod eorum corpora
adco essent fragilia, ut corpuscula passim di-
rumperentur ; unde factum fuit ut nonnisi raro,
nec sine attentissitna observatione, animadver-
terem particulas platas atque ovorum in mo-
rem longas, in quibus ex parte caudas digno-
scere licebat ; particulas has oviformes existi-
mavi animalcula esse dirupta, quod particula
hee diraptae quadruplo fere viderentur majores
corporibus animalculorum vivorum.” VY hen
an animal of any kind ceases to live, it does not
then suddealy alter its form, and from being
tong, like a thread, becomes round like a ball ;
neither does it become four times larger after
its death than it was betore. Nothing that
Leeuwenhoek says here agrees with the nature
of animals ; but, on the contrary, the whole
corresponds with a kind of machine, which,
like those of a calinar, empiy themselves afier
having performed their functions. But let us
pursue this observation ; he says, he has scen
the spermatic animals of the cod in different
forms, ‘“ multa apparebant animalcula sphe-
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