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NATURAT, HISTORY. 1849

who did not know how to account for these
pretended animals in the matter which adhered
{o the teeth, supposed them to proceed from
certain food they were previously in, as cheese,
&c. but we find them among the teeth of those
who do not eat cheese, as well as in those that
do ; besides, they have not the least resem-
blance to mites, nor the other animalcules seen
in rotten cheese. In another place he says,
these animais of the teeth may proceed from
the cistern water that is drank, because he ob-
scrved animals like them in dew and rain wa-
ter, especially in that which stagnates upon
lead and tiles ; but with which we can prove
there is not the least resemblance.

Bost seminal liguors dilute ef themselves,
and liquefy when exposed to the air or a cer-
tain degree of cold ; but they thicken when a
moderate degree of heat is communicated to
them. I have exposed some of these liquors
to a very iniense cold, as water on the point of
freezing, but it did no injury to these supposed
animals ; they continued to move with the
same swiftness, and as long as those which had
not been so exposed, but those which had suf-
fered but a little warmth soon ceased to move,
because the liquor thickened. If the moving
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