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194 . BUFFON’S

Egg 5 instead of being parts generally found
in every female, are therefore only instruments
made use of by Nature to serve as the matrix
in females which are deprived'of that organ.
Instead also of being active and essential to the
first fecundation, they only serve as passive and
accidental parts for the nutrition of the feetus
already formed by the mixture of the liquor of
the two séxes ina particular part of thismatrix.
Fnstead also of being existing hodies, inclosed,
ad infinitum, one withln the other, eggs, on the
eontrary, are bodies formed from the super-
fluity of a more gross and' less organic part of
the food, than that which produees the seminal
and prolificliquor; and are in oviparousfenialés
something equivalent, not orly to-the matrix,
but even to the menstrua in the viviparous.

We should be perfectly convinced, that eggs
are only destined by Nature to serve as a ma-
trix in animals who have hot that viscera, by
those fcmaies producing eggs independant of
the male. In the same manner as the matrix
exists in viviparous animals, as a part apper-
taining to the female sex; hens, which have no
matrix, have eggs in their room, which are
successively produced of themsclves, and ne-

ecssarily exist in the female independantly of
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