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NATURAL HISTORY. 35

any communication with the male.- To pre-
tend that ihe feetus is pre-existing in the eggs,
and that thesc eggs arc contained, ad infinitam,
within each other, is neardy the same as to pre-
tend that the fostus is pre-existing inthematrix,
.and that the matrix of the first female inclosed

all that ever were or will be produced.
Anatomists have taken the word egg in seve-
ral acceptations and meanings. -When Harvey
took for his metto, Omuia ex ovo, he under-
stood by the word egg, as applied to viviparous
‘animals, the membrane which includes the foe-
tus and all its appendages: he thought, he per-
ceived this egg, or membrane, form immedi-
ately after the copulatien of the male and the
female. But thisegg does not proceed from the
ovium of the female ; and he kas even main-
tained, that he did sot remark the least altera-
tion in this testicle, &e. 'We pereeive there is
hiere nothing like what is commenly understood
by the word.egg unless thefigure of the bag may
be supposed to bave some resemblance thereto.
FHarvey, who dissected so many viviparous fe-
males, did not, he says,ever perceive any altera-
tion in the ovaria; he leaked on them even as
smallglands, perfectly usclessto generation, *al-
Cc?2 though

* See Harvey Exercit, 64 and G5.
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