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being first taken from the body of the animal.
Flesh, blood, chyle, urine, nay all animal or ve-
getable substances, contain organic particles,
which move at the end of some days in an in-
fusion of water ; they appear to act and move
nearly in the same manner, and though pro-
duced from different bodies are perfectly simi-
lar, without any of them having a power pecu-
liar to themselves. If these bodies must abso-
lutely be termed animals, it must be allowed
they are so imperfect that they ought to be
looked upon as the outlines of them, or rather
as bodies simply composed of particles the
most essential to the existence of an animal; for
natural machines, such as those found in the
roe of a calmar, although they put thiemselves
in action at certain times, are certainly not
animals, although they are organized, acting,
and, as I may say, living beings.

If it is once allowed, that the productions of
Nature follow in an uniform order, and ad-
vance by imperceptible degrees and links, we
shall have no difliculty in conceiving there are
organic bodies existing, which belong neither
to animals, vegetables, nor minerals,

It is certain, however, that all animals and
vegetables contain an infinity of organic living

molecules.
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