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molecules. These molecules successively take
different forms, and different degrees of motion
and activity, according to different circum-
stances. They are in & much greater number
in the seminal liquor of both sexes, and in the
germs of plants, than in other parts of the ani-
mal or vegetable. 'There exists, then, aliving
substance in animals and vegetables, common
{o both, and which substance is necessary to
their nutrition.  An animal procures nutri-
ment from an animal or vegetable substance,
and the vegetable can likewise be nourished
from an animal or vegetable in a decomposed
state. 'This nutritive substance, common to
both, is always living, always active, and pro-
duces an animal or vegetable, as it finds an
internal mould or an analogous matrix, as wa
have explained in the first chapters; but when
this active substance collects in great abund-
ance, in thosc parts where it can unite, it forms
in the animal body other living creatures, such
as the tape-worm, ascarides,and worms, which
are sometimes tound in the veins, in the sinus
of the brain, in the liver, &c. These kinds of
animals do not owe their existence o the ani-
mals of the same species, and we may, there-
fore, suppose, they are produced by this or-
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