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340 BUFFON'S

{hat the sexual part of the malc infant is form.
ed of the organic molecules of the father, and
from those of the mother, for the rest of the
body : and that, on the contrary, the female
partakes of its mother only in sex, and takes
the rest of its body from its father. Boys,
thercfore, ought, excepting the paris of the
scx, to have a greater resemblance to thetr
mother than to their father, and girls more
to the father than to the mother; but this
consequence is not, perhaps, conformable to
expericence. |

By considering, under this point of view,
generation by sexes, we should conclude it to
be the most general mode of reproduction, as
it is in fact. Beings, whose organization 1s
the most complete, as animals, whose bodies
compose a whole, which can neither be sepa-
rated nor divided, and whose powers are con-
centered to one single point, can only repro-
duce by this mode; because they contain only
particles which resemble cach other, and whose
union can only be made by different parti-
cles, furnished by another individual. Those
where organization is less perfect, as that of
vegetables, whose bodies may be divided and

separated without being destroyed, can be re-
produced
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