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519 DUFFON'S
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T hese coverings grow at first more than the
fcetus 3 but after a certain time it is quite the
contrary. Before the end of the third month

tire head is bent forward, the chin rests on the
breast, the knees ave fifted up, the legs bent
paciowacds upon the thighs (sometimes the
Laces ave so high as alimost to touch the jaws),
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he arms are eenerally folded across the breast,
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ﬂn.? one of the hands, and otften both toueh the
jace.  The footus afterwards takes difierent

~uations, as It acquires strenglh.  [ixpe-
rienced mudvives have prefended {o be cers

tain that it :"h;mﬁ_{‘s much offener than is
eommonly thouglt, and which they prove
by several observations; first, the umbilical
cord is often found {wisted round the body and
{imhs of the child, in & manner which neces-
sarily supposes, that the feetus has moved in
many directions, and taken different positions ;
secondly, a moiher feels the motious of the
fcatus scmetimes on one side of the womb and
sometimes on another; and it ofien strikes
against many difierent places, which must be
pccasioned by difierent positions, and supposes
that it (akes difierent situations; thirdly, as it
floats in a liquid which surrounds it on all
sides, it can very easily turn and.extend itself by
sts own strength; and it must also'take dii-

erent
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