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202 . BUFFON’s

that the feetus in the latter stages takes ils nu.

triment by the mouth, since in the stomach we
find aliquer similar to that in the amnios, urine:
in the bladder, and excrements in the intes-
tines ; and aswe find neither urine nor meconsum
in the amnios, there is reason to conclude that

the feetus does not void its excrements, espe-:
cially as some are born without having the
anus pierced, although they had a great quan-
tity of meconium: in the intestines.

- Although the feetus dees not immediately
adhere to the matrix, but is only attached to
it by small external nipples, though it has no
communication with the blood of its mother,
but is as independant of her who bears 1t, in
many respects, as the egg is of the hen that
hatches it, yet it has been pretended, that all
which affects the mother affects the foetu - 5 that
the impressions of the one act on the brain of
the other ; and te this imaginary influcnce re-
semblances, monsters, and especially marks on
the skin of some children, have been attributed.
I have examined many of these marks, and they .
all appear to me to have been caused by «
derangement in the texture of the skin.” Every
mark must have a figure which will resemble

something or other; but I am certain the re-
semblances
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