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NATURAL HISTORY. 2G3

semblances so formed depend rather on the
imagination of those who see them than on that
of the mother. On this subject the marvel-
lous has been carried as far as it could go.  k

Las not been only said that the feetus carried

real representations of the longings of its

mother, but that, by a singular sympathy, the

marks, which represent straw berries, cherries,

&c. change their colour, and become deeper

in the season of those fruits. With a little
more consideration, and less prejudice, this
colour may bhe seen to change much oftener,

and that it must happen cvery time the motion

of the blood is accelerated, whether by the heat

of summer or from any other cause. These

marks are either yellow, red, or black, because
the blood gives these tints to the skin when it
enters in too great quantitics into the vessels.

If these marks have the longings of the mo-

ther for their cause, why have they not the

forms and colours as varied as the objects of
her desires? What a curious assemblage of
figures would be seen if all the whimsical de-.
sires of the mother were written on the skin ot
the child 2 .

As our sensations have no resemblance to the
objeets which cause them, it is impossible that
desire,
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