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state of great activity. The pus which issues
from ‘wounds abounds with little insects, and
it may take such a degree of corruption as to
become one of the most subtle poisons ; for
every time this active matter is exalted to a
certain point, which may be known by the
rapidity and minuteness of the moving bodies
it contains, it will become a species of poison.
It is the same with the poison of vegetables.
The same matter which serves to feed us when
in its natural state, will destroy us when cor»
rupted. Spurred barley, for instance, throws
the limbs of men and animals into a gangrene
who feed on it. It is also evident by compars
ing the matter which adheres to our teeth,
which is the residue of our food, with that
from the teeth of a viper or mad dog, which is
only the same matter too much exalted, and
corrupted to thelast degree.

. ‘W hen this organic and productive matter is
found collected in a great quantity in some part
of an animal, where it is obliged to remain, it
forms living beings which have been ever re-
garded asanimals; the taenia, ascarides, all the
worms found in the veins, liver, in wounds, in
corrupted flesh, and pus, have no other origin ;

the eels in paste, vinegar, and all the pretended
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