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NATURAL IISTORY. 315

infusion is required to see them in pus, spurred
barley, honey, drugs, &c.

There exists therefore, an organic matter,
universally diffused in all animal and vegetable
substances, which alike serves for their nutri-
tion, their growtl, and their reproduction.
Nutrition is performed by the intimate pene-
tration of this matter in all parts of the animal
er vegelable bedy. Lxpansion or growih is
only a kind of more extended natrition, which
15 made and performed as long as the parts have
suflicient ductility to swell and extend ; and
reprocduction is made by the saine matter when
it superabounds in the body of the animal or
vegetable; each part of the body sends back, to
the appropriate reserveirs, the organic particles
which exceed what are sufficient for their nou-
rishment. T'hese particles are absolutely ana-
lIogous to each part from which they are sent
back,because they weredestined tonourish those
parts from hence, when all the particles sent
hack from, collect together, they must form
abody similar to the first, since cach particle is
like that part from which it was detached ; thus
it is that reproduction is effected in all kinds of
trees, plants, polypuses, pucerons, &c. where

onc individual can produce its like ; and it is
552 also
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