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NATURAL HISTORY. 323

it, as well as our bodies with which we have no
turther connection.

But let usadmit thisexistence of matter; and
that it even exists as it appears to our senses,
yet by comparing the mind with any material
vbject, we shall find differences so great, and
qualitics so opposite that every doubt will va.
nish of the latter being of a nature totally dif-
ferent, and infinitely superior.

TI'he mind has but one form, which is simple,
general, and uniform. Thought is this form ;
has nothing in it of division, extension, impe-
netrability, nor any other quality of matter ; of
consequence, therefore, our mind, the subject
of this form, is indivisible, and immaterial.
Our bodies on the contrary, and all other ob.
jects have many forms, each of which is com-
pounded, divisible, variable, and perishable;
and has a relation to the different organs,
through which we perceive them.  Ouar bodics,
and matter in general, therefore, have neither
permanent, real, nor general properties, by
which we can attain a certain knowledge of
them. A blind man has noidea of thoseobjects,
which sight representsto us; aleper, whese skin
has lost the sensc of fecling, is denied all the

idcas which arise from the touch ; and a deaf
Tt2 man
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