http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm
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aught analogous ‘to ours, this speech would
have an analogy to ours also. Supposing its
thoughts were peculiar to its species; it still
would hold discourse with those of its kind, a
circumstance of which we should have heard
tiad it been endowed with the powers of speech.
No far then is the ape from having any thought
like ours, that it has not even any ordet of
thoughts of itsown.  As they express nothing
by combined and setiled signs, they of conse-
quence are void of thonght, or at most haveis
in a very small degree.

That it is from no organical defect animals
are denicd the gift of speech is plain, asseveral
species of them may be taught to pronounce
words, and even repeat sentences of some
length. Perhaps many others might be found

capable of articula'ing particularsounds*; but
to make them conceive the ideas which such
sounds denote is animpracticabletask.  They
seem to repeat ‘and articulate merely as an
echo, or an artificial machine. It is not it
ihe mechanical powers, or the material organs,
bitt in the intellectual faculties, that they aré
deficient, ' |

¥ Lelbuitz mentions a'dog which had been taqght to pro-

ce several German and Frénch werds,
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