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334 BUFFON’s

between the rational and irrational being, it is
evident that man is of a naturc entirely dif-
ferent from that of the animal ; that all the re-
semblance he bears to it is merely external;
and that to judge of him by this resemblance,
is wilfully to shut our eyes against that light,
by which we ought to distinguish truth from

falsehood.

Having thus considered man as to his internal
properties, and proved the immateriality of his
soul ; we shall now proceed to examine his
external part, and give the history of his body.
‘Wehave already traced him from his formation
to his birth, and after taking a view of the dif-
ferent ages of his life, we shall conduct him to
that period when he must be separated from
his body, and then resign him to the common

mass of matter to which he belongs.

CHAPTER IIL

. OF INFANCY.

OTHING can give us a more striking idca

of imbecility, than the condition in which

an infant appears on its first entrance into the
world. Incapable of making use of its organs,

or
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